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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 9-19, 24, 25, 27, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,838,918 to Prager et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a computer system comprising: at least one processor (figure 4; 
computers inherently have a processor); a memory (figure 4 3 computers inherently have 
S^^l) coupled to the at least one processor; a network interface (1^^^^^^^^ 
connected via a network, therefore the computers inherently have a network interface) coupled 
to the at least one processor, the network interface coupling the computer system to a plurality 
of other computer systems via a network (^^^^|); an object oriented framework ^|tract, 
line 1 5) mechanism residing in the memory and executed by the at least one processor, the 
framework mechanism comprising a cloning mechanism that replicates configuration data for a 
model computer system to at least one of the plurality of other computer systems (^Sstpct; lines 
5+); wherein the cloning mechanism comprises a first portion (|^ftj§; files, rea$ drily; column 
10, line 39) that cannot be modified by a user and a second portion (executa^l|||iip) that is 
extensible by the user; and wherein: the first portion comprises a model class that defines a 
model object that corresponds to the model computer system and that contains the configuration 
data for the model computer system (cqlu^i^ij^^ft; the second portion comprises a 
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system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object that defines at least one 
attribute of a computer system (column 12, lines 8-11; lines 62-64); and the configuration data 
in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects (|||t||||)- 

As concerns claim 4, wherein configuration data is defined by a user (column 7, lines 6- 
1) using a graphical user interface (figure 4, computers have a graphical user interface; column 
10, line 7). 

As concerns claim 5, wherein the configuration data corresponds to configuration data in 
a selected one of the plurality of other computer systems that is selected by a user (column 7 3 
lines 6-9). 

As concerns claim 7, wherein the at least one attribute is selected from the group 
comprising: user IDs, file system, database, network configuration, environment variables, 
software products, fixes, hardware, and performance controls (column % lines 6-9). 

As concerns claim 9, wherein the first portion further comprises a system replicator class 
that defines at least one system replicator object that compares the configuration data in the 
model object to configuration data from at least one of the plurality of other computer systems, 
and that replicates the configuration data from the model object to the at least one of the 
plurality of other computer systems (al^stra:i|^^^i j^^Lates). 

As concerns claim 10, a computer system comprising: at least one processor (figure 4, 
computers inherently have a processor); a memory (figure 4; computers inherently have 
memory) coupled to the at least one processor, an object oriented framework mechanism 
(abstract, line 15) residing in the memory and executed by the at least one processor, the 
framework mechanism comprising: at least one object oriented model class that cannot be 
modified by a user (l^tefe files, r<^:§n|y, column 1 QllilSlllS 10, line 39), the 
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model class defining at least one model object that defines configuration data for a 

model computer system; at least one system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system 
aspect class defining at least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a 
computer system (H^^^^^||i? 8-11; \mt$^^^), wherein the configuration data in the 
model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects (ai^tract); and at least one system 
replicator class that cannot be modified by a user (system files; read only ; ^column i 1 0,: line 'f I) , 
the system replicator class defining at least one system replicator object that compares the 
configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one selected computer 
system, and that replicates the configuration data from the model object to the at least one 
selected computer system (abstract* ttue 23- updates; column 10, lines 35-36). 

As concerns claim 1 1, a method for changing the configuration of at least one selected 
computer system on a network, the method comprising the steps of: (1) providing an object 
oriented framework mechanism comprising a cloning mechanism that replicates configuration 
data for a model computer system to at least one selected computer system (abstract, line 15); 
wherein the cloning mechanism comprises a first portion (system files, readonly; column 10, 
line 39) that cannot be modified by a user and a second portion (executable files) that is 
extensible by the user; and wherein: the first portion comprises a model class that defines a 
model object that corresponds to the model computer system and that contains the configuration 
data for the model computer system (column 15, line 25); the second portion comprises a 
system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object that defines at least one 
attribute of a computer system (column 12, lines 8-1 1; lines 62-64); and the configuration data 
in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects (abstract); 
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(2) extending at least one extensible portion of the framework mechanism to define at least one 
system aspect object for each selected computer system (column 12, lines 8-11; lines 62-6$); 

(3) executing the extended framework mechanism (iB^^j^^ft^^Bii^S^); (4) defining 
configuration data for a model computer system (||^ and (5) the 
executing framework mechanism updating configuration data for each selected computer 
system according to the defined configuration data for the model computer system (column 10, 
line 35; abstract, line 13). 

As concerns claim 12, the method of claim 1 1 wherein the executing framework 
mechanism compares the configuration data for each selected computer system with the defined 
configuration data for the model computer system to determine for which selected computer 
system step (5) is required (abstract, line 13; column 10, Hues 35-36). 

As concerns claim 13, the method of claim 1 1 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user defining the at least one system aspect object using a graphical user interface (column 10, 
line 7; figure 4). 

As concerns claim 14, the method of claim 1 1 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user selecting one computer system on the network as the model computer system, wherein the 
configuration data for the selected one computer system is the source of configuration data for 
the model computer system (column 4, line 63- column 5, line 7). 

As concerns claim 15, a method for changing the configuration of at least one selected 
computer system on a network, the method comprising the steps of: (1) providing an object 
oriented framework mechanism comprising: (1A) a model class that cannot be modified by a 
user (system Sies, readonly* column 10> Kae ||), the model class defining at least one model 
object that defines configuration data for a model computer system (abstract, column 4, line 
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(IB) a system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system aspect class defining at 
least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a computer system, wherein 
the configuration data in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects 
(columr^^^5^^^^^^fil)i and (1C) a system replicator class that cannot be modified 
by a user, the system replicator class defining at least one system replicator object that 
compares the configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one 
selected computer system, and that replicates the configuration data from the model object to 
the at least one selected computer system (piHtraet, line 1 3-updates; column 10, lines 35-36); 
(2) extending the system aspect class of the framework mechanism to define at least one system 
aspect for each selected computer system (^colinnn:' "i^5^esP803£ fffies 62r.6#); (3) executing 
the extended framework mechanism (column 15, line 24, abstract); (4) defining configuration 
data for a model computer system (abstract; column 12, lines 59-65), and (5) the executing 
framework mechanism updating configuration data for each selected computer system 
according to configuration data in the model object (column 10, line 35, abstract, line 13). 

As concerns claim 16, the method of claim 15 wherein the executing framework 
mechanism compares the configuration data for each selected computer system with the defined 
configuration data for the model computer system to determine for which selected computer 
system step (5) is required (abstract, line 13; column 10, lines 35-36). 

As concerns claim 17, the method of claim 15 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user defining at least one system aspect using a graphical user interface (column 10, line 7; 
figure 4). 

As concerns claim 18, the method of claim 15 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user selecting one computer system on the network as the model computer system (column 4, 
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line 63- column 5, line 7), wherein the configuration data for the selected one computer system 
is the source of configuration data for the model computer system (abstract, configuration: data 
copied from one computer to another). 

As concerns claim 19, a program product comprising: (1) an object oriented framework 
mechanism comprising a cloning mechanism that replicates configuration 

data for a model computer system to at least one of the plurality of other computer systems 
(abstract, hue 13); wherein the cloning mechanism comprises a first portion (s^tem file^ read 
only, coiurnn 10, line 39) that cannot be modified by a user and a second portion (executable 
files) that is extensible by the user, and wherein: the first portion comprises a model class that 
defines a model object that corresponds to the model computer system and that contains the 
configuration data for the model computer system (column 15, lm||||); the second portion 
comprises a system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object that defines at 
least one attribute of a computer system (coftS^ and the 

configuration data in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects 
(abstract),and (2) recordable computer readable signal bearing media bearing the framework 
mechanism (figure 4, computers inherently have memory). 

As concerns claim 24, wherein the configuration data is defined by a user using a 
graphical user interface (column 10, line 7; figure 4). 

As concerns claim 25, wherein the configuration data corresponds to configuration data 
in a selected one of the plurality of other computer systems that is selected by a user i 
configuration data copied from one computer to another, user subscribes). 
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As concerns claim 27, wherein the at least one attribute is selected from the group 
comprising: user IDs, file system, database, network configuration, environment variables, 
software products, fixes, hardware, and performance controls (coM^ 

As concerns claim 29, the program product of claim 22 wherein the first portion 
comprises a system replicator class that defines at least one system replicator object that 
compares the configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one of 
the plurality of other computer systems, and that replicates the configuration data from the 
model object to the at least one of the plurality of other computer systems (ab$^a&t|: hne 13- 



As concerns claim 30, a program product comprising: (1) an object oriented framework 
mechanism comprising: (1 A) at least one object oriented model class that cannot be modified 
by a user (system files, read only, column 10, line 39), the model class defining at least one 
model object that defines configuration data for a model computer system (abstract, column 4, 
line 65); (IB) at least one system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system aspect 
class defining at least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a computer 
system (column 12, lines 8-1 ij Hne$ 62-64), wherein the configuration data in the model object 
comprises a collection of system aspect objects (abstract, lines 1 5- 16, column 12, lines 8-1 1; 
lines 62-64), and (1C) at least one system replicator class that cannot be modified by a user, the 
system replicator class defining at least one system replicator object that compares the 
configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one selected computer 
system, and that replicates the configuration data from the model object to the at least one 
selected computer system (abstract, line 13-updates, column 10, lines 35-36); and (2) 
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recordable computer readable signal bearing media bearing the framework mechanism (liH 




Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed August 31, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant has argued Prager does not disclose the concepts of framework, classes that 
cannot be modified by a user, and classes that are extensible by the user. Prager discloses object- 
oriented programming to define classes and objects (abstract, lines 15-16). Furthermore, Prager 
discloses the invention can be implemented using an object-oriented programming language such 
as C++ (column 5, line 67-column 6, line 12), which inherently provides for private and public 
objects and classes, wherein private classes cannot be modified by a user and public objects are 
extensible by a user. Prager discloses the need for security, which is controlled by designating 
who has access to particular items, such as public or private (column 2, lines 34-35; column 9, 
lines 15-20; column 10, lines 33-41). 



Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday from 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




sfohn B. Walsh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



